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Contact: UM Flathead Lake Biological Station, 406-982-3301, flbs@flbs.umt.edu.
UM TO HOST INTERNATIONAL MEETING
FOR BIOLOGICAL FIELD STATIONS
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana’s Flathead Lake Biological Station will host the Annual
Meeting of the Organization of Biological Field Stations Sept. 14-17.
The agenda is a mix of plenary and concurrent sessions dealing with issues faced by
field stations, as well as business meeting sessions. Premeeting field trips to nearby lakes,
streams, prairies and mountains will offer welcome diversions for this group of field
biologists, allowing participants time to enjoy the biological station and its surroundings.
Established in 1899, Flathead Lake Biological Station is one of the oldest field stations
in the United States and is an ideal setting for an OBFS meeting. With Flathead Lake as the
backdrop, the station provides a warm and relaxed academic atmosphere for the exchange of
ideas and knowledge.
This is the second time the biological station has hosted the OBFS meeting. Director
Jack Stanford and Assistant Director of Operations Sue Gillepie organized the 1994 OBFS
meeting, which was one of the most successful. They are assisted this time by Art McKee,
director emeritus of the Andrews Experimental Forest in Oregon, who hosted the 2000 OBFS
meeting. McKee is now a research scientist with the biological station. Both Stanford and
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McKee have served as OBFS president, as well as other offices.
Founded in 1967, OBFS is a nonprofit volunteer-run organization serving member
stations by providing a forum for sharing common interests and concerns. Its mission is to
advance understanding of the natural world through field-based science and education.
With more than 180 field stations and marine labs and 40 individual members speaking
as a single voice, OBFS collectively informs the White House, Congress and federal and state
agencies about important environmental and natural resource issues. OBFS also champions the
importance of field stations in research and education and promotes increased funding to
support those activities.
For example, OBFS has been very active in the design and formation of a new National
Science Foundation program called the National Ecological Observatory Network, which will
address environmental questions of national importance such as the potential effects of climate
change on the productivity of natural and agricultural systems and species distributions and
abundance. NEON will use field stations around the country, capitalizing on their existing
long-term data sets and ongoing research and education programs.
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